CHAFTIiR   V

THE OPPOSITION TO "STRKSEMANNISAi" AND THE
NEW EXTREMISM

IT was not merely the fact that the Stresemann policy had been
victorious that had induced the Nationalists to reconsider
their whole position. They were indeed very far from appreciating
the nature, much less acknowledging the extent, of the victory
gained, but they could on occasion be objective enough to see
that the German nation was in a very different position morally
and even materially from the position in which she had been in
19245 and equally that the relations between the Kuropean powers
had entered a new phase, and that,, if in that new phase Germany
was to gain advantages, factious opposition must cease, The
leaders responsible for the decision had indeed not anticipated
having to give a blank cheque to the foreign minister, but their
reluctance to do so had been largely overcome by what had been
happening in those weeks of tortuous negotiation, From the
point of view of the public the question of admission to the
League had dominated nearly the whole of 1926;, but that public
had not missed the significance of the return to power in France
of "the villain of the Ruhr" (Cabinet of National Unity, July
1926). Although Poincare's mission was to resolve the French
financial crisis, the conduct of foreign affairs could not but be
affected. It was this fact rather than the "disillusionment of
Thoiry" that made Stresemann realize that the policy of recon-
ciliation was emphatically a long-term policy whose comprehen-
siveness, and so vagueness, would make no appeal to the niggling
legalist from Lorraine. Instead of friendly discussions in which
definite points could be raised naturally^ the definite points
would become the objects of a formal diplomatic battle. That
was the reason why the Stresemann policy "stiffened" and to
the joy of the Right became what they called realist* The idealism
still remained, and, as far as Stresemann was concerned, the
idealist end remained, but to the nation at large the idealism in